
Tell Your Story
with Music

Telling your story with music is one of the most powerful things you
can do.

When someone asks you to play, starting with a story can ground you
personally, and can change the context of the entire situation from one
in which you may feel your audience is judging your musical ability into
the magical realm of storytelling.

Story can completely change people's experience of listening to you,
and can turn the world's simplest song into a triumph both for you and
the audience, especially if that story is about your experience of music,
or of this particular piece, or of your journey to playing it. 

Instead of trying to impress people with your abilities, tell a story with
music and open the magic of your life experience.

Start by taking a piece you could play in your sleep - often one of the
first pieces you ever played, and pair it with the story of how you
started playing the harp.

The music for the story can be as simple as soft glissandi, with the
dominant note of the piece as your bass note, or a theme from the
piece of music, or one of the snippets I've provided here.

In this workshop, we'll explore how to find your story and the music to
tell it. 
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Try this story template from my Blueprints for Creativity Class at
HipHarpAcademy.com. Try using a song you know like the back of your hand
and apply the formula.
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These snippets are great for telling stories, and setting a mood. They're from the
module about 'Character' in the  "Strings of Passion" program at Hip Harp
Academy. They're snippets that evoke a sense of character or atmosphere. You
can use them to tell your own story by alternating them with your narrative.

Start looking for evocative snippets in the music you play and use them to tell a
story about that music.

Snippet for a Jazzy, Bluesy story

Snippets from a simplified version of  "The Nightingale"
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Snippet from a simplified version of  "Baroque Flamenco"

Learn more about how to tell your story with music at 
Hip Harp Academy
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